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MALEHA GETS HER LAND BACK

Land dispute is a common issue in our country.
In most of the cases, the victims suffer several
years to find out a solution to land disputes.

Maleha Khatun, a housewife of Sandikona
Union of Kendua Upazila under Netrokona
district, encountered a similar situation in
August 2018. A local influential, Al-Amin,
grabbed a piece of her land after the death of
Maleha’s father. He claimed that her father
sold it out to him.

Maleha was confident that Al-Amin’s claim
was false. As such, she went to local leaders for
a solution. One of the leaders suggested her to
file a case in the Village Court.

The VC gave verdict against Al Amin and
ordered for immediate release of his
possession. Maleha was happy with the
judgment. This is a shining example of finding
a simple solution to a long-standing dispute
over a land with a fee of BDT 20 only through
the Village Court.
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DIFFERENTLY ABLED NURJAHAN

Nurjahan Begum of Khuniapalong Union
under Cox’s Bazar District does not feel she is
disabled. Despite her right hand does not work
as same as her left hand, she always tries to live
her life normally. In June 2018, she gave BDT
20,000 to a neighbour Nur Hossain as a loan
considering his distressed condition and dire
necessity. Nur Hossain refused to repay the
money even after repeated requests.

On 11 September 2018, Nurjahan filed a case
in the Khuniapalong Village Court. The VC
gave judgment in favour of her, and Nur
Hossain was bound to return the money. In
the village court verdict, Nurjahan not only got
her money back, but also regained her lost
confidence. She got new courage to fight
against any adversity. Nutjahan said, "I did not
expect having the money back from my
neighbour so easily. I am happy the way Village
Court provided justice to me in such a short
time with minimal expenses."
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FARMER AZIZ REFERRED T0 VILLAGE COURT

Aziz Ahmed, a small farmer of Sadaha Union under
Satkania Upazilla of Chattogram district, had a tussle with
his neighbour Md. Jamal on using roads near his house. The
relationship was so bitter that at some point Jamal filed a
case with Satkania Police Station. The case finally went to
the Chittagong District Court in June 2017. Aziz got
frustrated after spending about 18 months and BDT
40,000. Finally, the District Court sent the case to the local
Village Court. Both the courts found Md. Jamal guilty. On
25 October 2018, the VC ordered to pay compensation of
BDT 10,000 against Jamal.

Aziz got the justice at last. It was also learning a lesson for
Jamal as he spent a lot of time and money in the litigation
process. Aziz Ahmed said, “For almost a year and a half, 1
was exhausted for running from the police station to the
court. I have also spent a lot of money. I would not have
taken the wrong advice of the people if I had known that
the trial is so prompt in the village court. Now if anyone is
involved in any dispute, quarrel, fight, theft or any other
incident, I will first advise him to approach the village court
in the Union Parishad. I will forbid you to go to the police
station or court with petty disputes. I am very happy to get
the services of the Village Court”.
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SHAHIDA BECOMES SELF-RELIANT

Shahida Begum, a poor home maker of Sonahat Union
under Kurigram District, could not disregard her relative
Shukkur Ali when he was in distress and came to her for
some financial help. Despite all difficulties, she managed
BDT 15,000 for him as a loan. After few months, when
she badly needed that money and asked for it, Shukkur
initially wanted to repay with paddy in installments. As it
was not suitable for her, she claimed cash. Then he
denied paying back. It was a bolt from the blue to her.

Finding no other alternative, Shahida filed a case in June
2018 against Shukkur with the local Village Court. She
was able to recover the full amount from her relative
through the VC. Adding some with this amount, she
purchased a cub that is now grown up enough for selling.
She is happy not only for recovering the money within a
short period, but also for the amount that helped her
becoming self-reliant. Shahida said, “I got back BDT

NOOR MOHAMMAD GETS BACK HIS
STOLEN BICYCLE

Noor Mohammad, a farmer of Pathordubi UP
under Bhurungamari Upazila, Kurigram, lost his
bicycle on 10 November 2018 when his son
parked it near a mosque. After the prayer, his son
noticed that the bicycle was not in place. His son
created enough noise and searched it in every
possible area but could not locate it. While
roaming at a local Bazar, a neighbour of Noor
Mohammad noticed that the very bicycle is in the
possession of Fazlul Haque, another neighbour of
Noor Mohammad. After a lot of argument, Noor
Mohammad filed a case in the local Village Court.
Fazlul Haque received a summon from Chairman
that forced him to confess in front of the court.
Finally, he apologized to the applicant and
returned his bicycle. Noor Mohammad was happy
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15,000 as per the decision of the Village Court. I was

really impressed with the decision as I never imagined R ki = Sigcrntbiptheqilage Court

that I would get my money back in such a short time.

Adding some more, I bought a cow. The estimated value
of that cow is now BDT 45,000. The village court gave
me the opportunity to become self-reliant.”
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V/C ENSURES JUSTICE FOR REAZUL

Reazul Islam, a farmer of Belgachha Union under
Kurigram district, filed a case in Village Court on
1 February 2018 as his neighbour forcefully sold
out the top-soil of his cultivable land.

When summoned, the accused Ershadul Haq
could not deny the fact about the complaint and
finally agreed for a settlement. The Village Court
ordered a compensation of BDT 30,000. Ershad

agreed to pay and sought some time for payment.

After receiving the money within two months,
Reazul established a grocery shop with that
amount. The verdict ensured a better livelihood
for Reazul. Riazul said, "I am very happy to get
BDT 30,000 as compensation. I never thought
that justice could be obtained so easily through
Village Court. With that money I set up a small
grocery store next to my house. Now I am asking
my neighbours to go to the village court if
anyone has a problem. In my opinion, the village
court is the best place for poor people to get
justice.”

BANGASONAHAT UNION
PARISHAD, KURIGRAM

Md.  Shahjahan  Ali  Mollah,
Chairman of Bangasonahat Union
Parishad of Bhurungamari Upazila
of Kurigram District. The Village
Court has been active in this Union
for  the last three  years.
Bangasonahat Union is a bit
different from other Unions of
Bhurungamari Upazila. The main
reason for this difference is the
Chairman's development ideas. He
is always at the forefront in the case
of providing any government
services to the poor people. He
regularly resolves petty civil and
criminal cases through the Village
Court. He regularly sits in the
courtroom and conducts couft
proceedings. The result is also
impressive. He has disposed over
150 cases within the first year of the
project, and he is proud of it.
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REZIA'S RIGHTS TO ROAD

The father of Rezia Begum of Rahimpur UP under
Komolganj Upazila of Moulvibazar district donated a
piece of land for movement of people. But her neighbor
Shah Alam tried to occupy that land and created obstacle
on her way. When Rezia tried to take up it again, Shah
Alam misbehaved with her. Several negotiations with him
went in vain. Finally, Rezia filed a case in September 2018
with the local Union Parishad seeking to establish the
right of her pathway. The VC solved the case within one
month and ordered to clear the road.

Shah Alam apologized in front of the Court for his
misconduct and agreed to clear obstacles from the
pathway of Rezia Begum. Rezia Begum said, “I am very
happy to get the right of the road given by my father
through the Village Court. My neighbors can travel

comfortably on this road, which makes me feel very good.
The Village Court is for the poor like us, I sincerely thank
all those involved in the Village Court.”

AFIA GETS RID OF LOANS

Afia Begum, a poor woman of Ashdron
Union under Srimongal Upazila of
Moulvibazar district, bought an insurance
policy from a local cooperative agency. She
paid three premiums worth BDT 1,500 each.
But the insurance agent Lolita did not give any
receipt to Afia for the amount she paid. It
created a feeling of uncertainty for Afia. Later
on, whenever she mentioned about the
money, Lolita avoided her. The tussle
continued for about four years.

As a last resort, Afia sought justice to the local
Union Parishad on 7 November 2017. The
VC found Lolita guilty and ordered her to pay
back the money.

Afia received the amount within a month with
which she paid back her loans.
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SHIRINA AKTER: A UP
CHAIRMAN WITH
DISTINCTION

Shirina Akter has become Chairman
of the Fakirhat Sadar Union under
Bagerhat district for the second term
since 2013 as she proved her capability
in terms of leadership, governance and
brining justice for the poor people in
her area.

A former Family Planning Official of
the Government, Shirina has been
instrumental in making VC effective
and resolved over 200 cases till June
2020.

Local people love to rely on her in any
issue as same as they relied on her
father, a former Chairman of the same
area.




CRACKING THE CRAB CASE

Humayun Fakir is a fish trader in
Burirdanga UP in Mongla, Bagerhat. On
10 January 2018, he sold crab to a local
trader Gobinda Mondol worth BDT
44 250 on credit. The condition of the
credit was that he will repay the full
amount within three months.

But Gobinda could able to pay only BDT
20,000 within the stipulated time and
started delaying for the remaining amount.
He finally filed a case in the local Union
Parishad for the breach of contract. The
VC summoned Gobinda in May, 2018 and
concluded the case in July, 2018.
Humayun was very happy to get his
money back so quickly.
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GANESH GETS BACK LAND PRICE

Ganesh Robidas, a former tea garden worker,
was single in his life. After his retirement, his
nephew replaced his position, and so he was
staying with his nephew.

As Ganesh had no immediate heir, his
younger brother Sushan Robidas took this
opportunity and grabbed all 11 decimals of
lands that Ganesh owned. It gave him a lot of
pain and he rushed from door to door to get
justice.

Finally, Ganesh filed a case with the local
Union Parishad on 5 August 2018. The VC
gave verdict in favor of Ganesh and his
brother agreed to pay BDT 70,000 as a price
of the land. Being a member of the minority
group, Ganesh never expected to get a
solution to his problem so quickly. He was
happy with this decision.
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